Gulfshore Baptist Assembly is seen from the air with 
Gulf Hall in foreground. All the small buildings were 


AERIAL VIEW OF Kittiwake Baptist Assembly, 
looking toward the Gulf in background. Facility was com- 


Pass Christian, 


located in eastern part of 


pletely destroyed, as evidenced in photo 


Churches Asked To Make 
‘Camille’ Offering Sept. 7 


The churches of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention are being asked 
to take a generous special offering on 


Sunday, Sept. 7 for Hurricane Ca- 
mille relief, according 1 ‘Dr. W. 


Douglas Hudgins; Jackson, executive 
secretary of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board. 


The Executive Committee of the 
Board, Dr. Robert Hamblin, Tupelo, 
chairman, in a called meeting Tues- 
day at the Baptist Building, voted to 
take this action upon the recommen- 
dation of Dr. Hudgins. 


Dr. Hudgins said that this offering 
would go to the Baptist churches and 
people in the disaster area in south 
Mississippi which have suffered such 
heavy losses. 


Dr. Hudgins said that the estimat- 
ed unrecoverable losses of the Bap- 
tist churches in the hurricane area 
would range between $1,000,000, and 
$1,200,000. 


He said that he and Dr. Joe T. 
Odle, editor of the Baptist Record, 
had arrived at that figure after con- 
ferring with several Baptist Building 
staff personnel who had surveyed the 
disaster area. 


Tite Executive Committee voted to 
assume direction of the expenditure 
of the funds and also voted to ask the 
Executive Committee in the _associa- 
tions affected to work with them. 


The associational Executive Com- 
mittees would include the moderator 
and superintendent of missions. 


Dr. Hudgins asked that all funds be 
sent to the Mississippi Baptist Con- 
vention Board, P. O. Box 530 Jack- 
son, Miss. (39205). 


The Committee also voted to seek, 
through the Home Mission Board and 
the Executive Secretary of the 5.B.C 
Executive Committee, along with the 
President of the S.B.C., to appeal for 
generous special aid from all areas 
of the Convention 


This also came as a recommenda- 
tion from the Executive Secretary. 


The Committee voted, upon recom- 
mendation of the Executive Secre- 
tary, not to make any decisions at 
this time as to the future of either 
Gulfshore or Kittiwake Baptist assem- 
blies. 


Dr. Hudgins said in his report to 
the committee that he felt that both 
facilities are a total loss to the ex- 
tent of $1,300,000. 


According to Committee action, dis- 
position of whatever furnishings and 
equipment are left at the assemblies 
was placed in hands of a cormmittee 
composed of Glenn Perry, Philadel- 
phia, chairman of assemblies com- 
mittee; Rev. Tom Douglas assemblies 
manager; A. L. Nelson, treasurer and 
business manager of the Board and 
the executive secretary. 


Mr. Douglas, Grady Blackwell, su- 
perintendent of buildings and grounds 
and such other personnel as are nec- 
essary would be retained in their 
present positions until further recom- 
mendation concerning them can be 
made at the September meeting of 
the Board, according to Committee 
action. 


completely destroyed with the four larger ones gut- 
ted and badly damaged. 


The Baptist R 


people. in her terrific blast 
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State Baptist Property Suffers 
Storm Damage Over $2,500, 000 


Hurricane did not spare 
churches, church property, or churc} 


Mississippi Gulf Coast, -and in Aer 
continuing journey across the sate 


Baptist churches and _ pastor's 
homes suffered great damage, with 
the loss now estimated to be between 
$1,00,000 and $1,200,000. 


Mississippi Baptist Convention as- 
semblies property at Gulfshore and 
Kittiwake, both at Pass Christian, 
suffered damage totaling between $1,- 
300,000 and $1,500,000. 

This places the direct Baptist prop- 
erty loss at more than $2,500,000 


Hundreds of Baptist members lost 
their homes, and many their busi- 


at SPR By It is not yet known How many 


Baptist’: church members lost their 
lives: Some already are included in 
the casualty lists. 

The damage to the churches is not 
only to their property and people, but 
also to the economy. Church income 
will be effected for, months and possi- 
bly years to come, while the area 
struggles to rebuild, and to regain 
its economic strength. 

The destruction to some other de- 
nominations was as great, or eve 
ngreater. it has been estimated that 
Roman Catholic losses will reach in 


We Must Help These 
Churches and People 


An Editorial 


Mississippi Baptists must aid 
their fellow Baptists and church- 
es, and other people in the hur- 


ricane devastated areas of the 
Gulf Coast. 


Seldom in the history of the 
nation have so many people suf- 
fered so great loss. 


Not often have so many chur- 
ches been affected. 


The hearts of all America 
seem to be reaching out to these 
stricken people. 


Mississippi Baptists are among 
them. Already our people have 
given, both money and food and 
clothing to help meet emergen- 
cy need, and they still are doing 
it. Many of them have opened 
their homes to refugees. Others 
have worked tirelessly in refugee 


centers. The response has been 
wonderful, but the need has been 
and still is great. 


But Mississippi Baptists can 
and must do more. Not only must 
we continue to respond to the gen- 
eral appeals which are being 
mdde, but also we must share in 
a special offering, to especially 
aid our churches and their mem- 
bers. 


The general aid will help peo- 
ple of all groups and all ages, 
regardless of religious affilia - 
tion or race, and it should be so. 


Government aid will . become 
available to businesses and to in- 
dividuals, and so it should. 


There is little, however, that 
the government can do for the 


(Continued on page 4) 


Hudgins Reports On State Assemblies 


Mr. Roberts and I are inside the 
once beautiful Gulfshore Assembly. 
At the present moment, I am stand- 
ing directly in front of the gymnasium 
and looking over toward the main 
building,‘or The Gulf, as we call it. 
From this distance, there is appar- 
ently little damage ‘to the structure 
of the building. The water tank, so 
tar as is visible to our eyes, remains 
intact. I see one steel brace that ap- 
pears to be broken loose, but if my 
sense of perpendicular is at all to be 
trusted 1 do not see that the water 
tank is even the slightest out of line. 
ai each side of The Gulf Building, 

the sight is sickening. 

Immediately in front of me, as we 
sit here and look directly out over the 


water, perhaps a third of the campus, 
or parade ground as it used to be 
called, stretching out in front of the 
gymnasium, is free of water. But 
about 75 yards, perhaps 60 yards out 
from the gymnasium, the water be- 
gins and continues right up to the 
edge of The Gulf Building. Indeed, 
from here, it looks like it’s over the 
curb of the street in front of the 
building. The water stretches clear 
to my left over the driveway, on 
which we enter these grounds, and 
comes back around to my right or to- 
ward the chapel and stretches out in 
front of the driveway that came in 
front of the Bookstore and the Chil- 
dren’s Building. The water stops just 
about the edge of the barracks that 


? 


is located adjacent to the auditorium. 

Now, as I turn to my right and look 
toward the auditorium where many of 
us concluded a very delightful week 
with the noon service on last Friday, 
the scene is a very desolate one. First 
of all, to my right, tely at 


of the wind. Scattered in front of the 
swimming pool are the once useful 
floodlights that helped beautify as 
well as protect the people up and 
down this driveway. 

And immediately beyond there is 
no semblance of a front to the audi- 
torilum. The covered entrance has 
completely disappeared and the solid 
wall through which we entered from 
the foyer into the auditorium is com- 
Pletely wiped out. Only the arched 
ginded remains holding that end of 
the roof and piled in front of it, as 
you would imagine, are concrete 
blocks, bricks and rubble of all‘kinds, 
even stretching clear across the audi- 
torlum itself, and when we tried to 

‘ (Continued on page 6) 


the*neighborhood of $12,000,000. Not a 
single Episcopal Church on the: coast 
escaped severe damage, according to 
one report, and most of thir church- 
es were destroyed, Methodists and 
Presbyterious suffered great losses, as 
did others. 


Hurricane Camille was a_ killer 
storm 

She left the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
staggering 


She devastated the area along the 
water's edges, and sometimes for 
blocks, and even miles inland. 

This, however, was not all of her 
destruction, for winds that reportedly 
approached 200 miles per hour, 
wrought havoc with buildings and 
trees far from the beaches. Indeed 
counties far inland from the coast 
reported severe damage from the 
storm. 

Reports indicate that ai least 200 
people died in the storm. Au 
thorities say that we probably never 
will know how many died, for some 
bodies may have been washed to sea. 
At this writing, nine days after the 
storm, they are still digging bodies 
out of the wreckage. 


A “preliminary” Rad Cross survey 
says that 5,238 homes were destroyed. 
(Wouldn't that equal a city,of 15,000 
or more?). Another ’11,667..sustained 
major damage, while still another 28,- 
826 homes received minor damaye. 
Add to this over 1000 trailers. This is 
an early estimate, and others may 
make it higher. Tens of thousands of 
people are homeless. 


One insurance organization esti- 
mates that damages covered by insur- 
ance midy pass $200,000,000. Ordinari- 
ly, wave and tidal damage, which de- 
stroyed most of the homes, is not cov- 
ered by insurance. This means that 
the total loss is almost inestimable 
at this time. 

Many businesses, especially those 
along the shore line of the coast, 
have been destroyed. Tourist courts 
with a total of thousands of rooms, 
no longer exist. 

The beach highway has been seri- 
ously damaged, and it will be months 
before the south lane close to the sea- 
wall, will be repaired. Even part of 
the north lane of the beautiful, dou- 


(Continued on page 2) 


I Lived Through 


Hurricane Camille 


By Tom Douglas 
(Rev. Tom Douglas, Director of As- 
semblies for the Convention Board, 
dictated ‘this experiences before, dur- 
ing and after the storm. Part of his 
report is given here.) 


We were aware that Hurricane Ca- 
mille was headed our way sometime 
Friday, pretty definitely, that is un- 
less some drastic change took place, 
which the weather forecasters kept 
saying ‘‘they thought would” but it 
did not look too promising. By Satur- 
day I had decided that it was impera- 
tive that we begin hurricane prepara- 
tions. It would have Been hard for 
you to believe this if you had been at 
Gulfshore for we had about 300 people 
there and they were swimming, sun- 
ning and attending their classes. Ev- 
erything was going on as if perfectly 
natural. 


I called the group together at lunch 
and told them it was going to be nec- 
essary for us to vacate the grounds 
right after lunch’ and it was a -little 
hard for them to believe, however, 
without exception they accepted our 
word and did so without any grum- 
bling. : 


1 wish you could have seen what 
followed as our staff pitched in and 


started to work. Really, I have never 
seen anything like it. At this time of 
the year our student staff is pretty 
well whipped. out, they are whipped 
out—for_two.reasons, one, they—are 
just dog tired, that’s all and the oth- 
er is, a lot of their friends havé al- 
ready gone home and that tends to 
break spirit and moral and there is a 
general ‘‘Oh well, whats the use’’ feel- 
ing that seems to go along with that 
particular time of the year. So on top 
of those feelings it was just tremen- 
dous to me that my staff with one ac- 
cord began working. We had no com- 
plaints whatever, no back talk, no one 
said, “this isn’t my job,"’ everyone 
just worked very, very hard. 


We began moving things up to the 
second floor of the hotel which we 
felt to be standard procedure I do 
not know what else we could have 
done. We moved all of the bedding, 1 
wish you could have seen that. staff 
carrying mattresses, heavy and 
bulky as they are upstairs, we Moved 


-the beds, chairs, tables, and cafeteria 


things that were movable. It gas just 
fantastic. By nightfall we had moved 
practically everything we could move. | 


Mr. Blackwell still had some addi 
tional work to do that more or less on- 
ly his c®ew could do ouch te Oe 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Thursday, August 28, 1969 


Telegram 


JACKSON MISS AUG 24 


— AOQUMING_THAT THE CONVENTION BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON TUESDAY 


A 
i 


WILL ACCEPT YOUR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S RECOMMENDATION OF SETTING + 
SEPTEMBER 7 FOR A SPECIAL OFFERING FOR OUR BAPTIST WORK ON 

TWE GULF COAST, CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, JACKSON, IN SESSION 

THIS EVENING VOTED ENTHUSIASTICALLY TO UNDERWRITE $25,000.00 

FOR THIS SPECIAL EFFORT TO AID OUR CHURCHES AFFECTED. BY HURRICANE 


CAMILLE. IT IS OUT HOPE THAT YOUR GREAT CHURCH WILL DO A PROPORTIONATE 


LY WORTHY THING 
W DOUGLAS WUDGINS. 


Cabary Church Leads The Way 


Dr. Hudgins sent the above telegram after Calvary, Jackson, pledged 


$25,000. 


Baptist Property Suffers 
Damage Over $2,500,000 
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these, too, will be rebuilt. People love 
the Gulf Coast. It is home to thou- 
sands of, people, and it is a favored 
spot to hundreds of thousands of oth- 
ers. 

It will require assistance, and it will 
take time, but the coast will be re- 
built. 

Response 

The response to this stricken area 
from the people of the state and nation 
has been wonderful to behold. 

Mississippi opened her homes and 
her buildings to the refugees. The 
governor and all of the government 
departments responded immediately. 
Food, water and clothing began to 
pour in from all over the nation. Civil 
Defense, the state highway patrol, the 
National Guard, and other govern- 
ment agencies moved in immediately 
to help handle the situation. 

President Nixon sent Vice Presi- 
dent Agnew to survey the damage, 


tle back’ and forth into the area to 


pastors and associational are 

serving, with the Baptist di 

points, or in other relief areas. All, 

now, is being coordinated under Civil 

Defense and he Governior’s Office 
The Needs 
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families reunited, etc 

Then there will come the problem 
of finding temporary shelter for thou- 
sands of people who are homeless, 
and will not be able to return to their 
_homes months, and some, per- 
haps, lost_ all 
that they had. 

During this period there also is the 
problem of economic adjustment, 
since many businesses where hun- 
dreds or even thousands worked, will 
oes Oe ee a er ee eee 


ed. is seen 


in upper right of photo| 
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have t set-up-aiong-the- stricken———— 


> 
Aerial view of Bay St. Louis, showing extensive damage done. First Baptist Church, practically undamag- 


Mississippi City near First Baptist Church as seenfrom the air. 


scrubbing the floors of the fellowship 
hall, and had open windows to help 
dry it out, trying to get ready for a 
service on Sunday. It probably will 
be sometime before they can use 
their sanctuary, or return to a full 
program of work. 

First Church, Long Beach, has an- 
nounced that it would have services at 
the High School Building on Sunday. 

First Church, Pass Christian, has a 
building, but no congregation, since 
the town has been evacuated under 
martial law. However, the pastor, 
said, that “As soon as there were 
people to attend, there will be sery- 
ices, and since all other churches in 
the community had lost their build 
ings, they would be welcome to attend 
First Baptist Church, or to use the 
building for their own services. 

Mississippi City Church may have 
some delay in services, but probably 
will meet in the school or elsewhere, 
beginning shortly. 

Most other churches on the coast, 
will be able to continue their minis 
try. 

However, there are other major 
problems. Congregations are scat. 
tered, and thousands of members now 
have no homes to return to, or, if the 
home can be repaired, it will be 
weeks or months before they are liy. 
able. This means delay in the retury 
to normal. q 

Moreover, this also means a. great 
loss in income for the churches. Sincg 
the economy of the coast has been 
seriously effected, and it will take 
months, or even years fully to return 
to normal, the financial problems of 
the churches will not be small. This 
is especially true in relation to the 
matter of bonded indebtedness, a) 
though we -are sure that bonding 
companies, will try to work out some 
adjustments to aid the churches i, 
this crisis time. 4 

Baptist Response 

Baptist response to the problems 
has been immediate. On Tuesday Dr, 
Hudgins and Mr. W. R. Roberts, wen 
to the coast, especially to see damage 
to the churches and to the Conve. 
tion Board property at Gulfshore ang 
‘ Kittiwake. an 

On Wednesday, your editor, Associ. 
ate editor Joe Abrams, Director 


asked by Dr. Hudgins to go to the 
coast to meet with pastors, and then 
to contact other churches and pastors, 
to help get a true picture of the dam- 
age, and what had to be done. 

Dr. Hudgins, early in the week, 
called for an emergency meeting of 
the Executive Committee, for Tues- 
day, August 26. 

On Friday, he released to the press 
the announcement, that he will rec- 
ommend to the Executive Committee 
that Baptists of the state be given 
opportunity on Sunday, September 7, 
to make a special offering for Disas- 
ter Relief for people and churches in 
the coast area, and that a special 
committee be appointed to work with 
the executive committees of the effect- 
ed associations, in ascertaining the 


dus, the special offering at this time 
the people and the churches, 


of the thern Baptist Conven- 
m, deposited an Emergency Fund 
,000 to the account of the Missis- 
Baptist Convention, to provide 
funds to meet emergency needs. 
Hudgins already had begun to use 
Mississippi Baptists own 
relief funds, to aid pastors 
who had lost everything, 
no immediate «source of in- 
. The Home Mission Board also 
that further aid would be 
as needed. 
on Friday it was learned that 
; Porter Routh, Executive Secre- 
of the Southe: 
i and Dr. W. A. Criswell, president 
of 


re the Executive Committee meet- 


hile, churches and pastors 
the convention have been send- 


ing loads of food and supplies to 
gle in the stricken areas, joining 
; 6ther people who are do- 
ing ¢ same thing~ 


rn Baptist Conven- 


its service on Sunday evening, Au- 
gust 24, voted to underwrite a gift of 
$25,000 to the Convention Board's Re- 
lief Fund, for aid of the churches. 
One Baptist pastor in Texas, asked 
the Campbell Soup Company in his 
city to send aid, and they responded 
with 50,000 cans of Campbells Pork 


_and Beans, Soup, étc. It was brought 


to Mississippi in a truck provided 
free by a large trucking firm. This is 
simply one of the many responses 
which have come from across the na- 
tion. ; 

The Baptist Brotherhood of Mem- 
phis, called Dr. Hudgins, offering to 
enlist volunteer workers from across 
the nation, to aid in reconstruction of 
Baptist churches and property, and 
other property. 

The Sunday School Board has wired 
that it will replace free all Sunday 
School literature, which has been lost. 

Many churches in Mississippi have 
shared in the relief program. Many 
have sent trucks of supplies. First 
Baptist Church, Wiggins, served both 
as a relief and refugee center, during 
the early days of the disaster, and 
still is a backup point for the relief 
stations in Gulfport. 

Individual Baptists have kept the 
lines busy to the Baptist building, off- 
ering to help. 

Meanwhile, the people on the coast 
who had water damage, but did not 
suffer destruction of their homes, are 
trying to rehabilitate them, so that 
they can get back into them as soon 
as possible. Those who escaped the 
severe losses, are helping those whose 
losses were greater. 

On Sunday, August 24, churches 
which could have services did so. 


Summary 

The Mississippi Gulf Coast has been 
hurt, but leaders feel that it will re- 
cover. 

By its own efforts, and with the 
help of its friends, it will rebuild. 

That will be a long, costly process, 
but it will be done, and out of the 
ruin wrought by the storm, a greater, 
finer Gulf Coast will rise. 

The churches will be a part of the 
rise to new heights. The people who 
make up their memberships will_not 
let them fail. They know that God 


‘will help them, for He wants them to 


be stronger than ever in the ministry 


Coast Relief 


Centers Now 


| In Churches 


Relief centers operated by Baptists 


area with Receiving Stations at 
Gulf Coast Association Office, 22nd 
Avenue and 22nd Street in Gulfport. 
First Baptist Church, Bay St. Louis, 
Rev. John Dearing, pastor; and First 
Baptist Church, Biloxi, Rev. Larry 
Rohrman, pastor. 

Arrangements have been made by 
Rev. J. W. Brister, Supt. of Missions, 
Gulf Coast Association, for thirteen” 
distribution centers in the area, ac- 
cording to Dr. J. Clark Hensley, Di- 
rector of the Christian Action Com- 
mission. At the request of Dr. W. D. 
Hudgins, Dr. Hensley spent Wednes- 
day through Saturday in the coastal 
area assisting in setting up the cen- 
ters. oe 

A back-up receiving station for 
Gulfport is the First Baptist Church, 
Wiggins, Rev. J. Ray Grissett, pas- 
‘tor; for Bay St. Louis, the First Bap- 
tist Church of Picayune, Rev. Carliss 
Evans, pastor; and for Biloxi, First 
Baptist Church of Ocean Springs, Rev. 
Paul Aultman, pastor. 

What Is Needed 


FOOD ITEMS: canned goods, juices, 
milk 

SANITATION ITEMS: soap, washing 
powder, towels, mops, brooms, 
sanitary napkins, disinfectants 

BABY -ARTICLES: Baby food, bot- 
tles, diapers, baby clothes 

LINENS: sheets, pillow cases, light 
blankets, towels, bath rags 

(Please do NOT send clothing NOW! 
If you have received clothing, at 
your church, sort it, size it, box 
it and HOLD IT. Only light cloth- 
ing may be needed later.) 

The First Baptist Church of Biloxi 
has been a receiving and distribution 
center for the whole city of Biloxi as 
the mayor of Biloxi designated Rev. 
Larry Rohrman, pastor, to coordinate 
and direct the food relief operations 
for the city. Seven distribution cen- 
ters were set up by the Biloxi citizens 
from this receiving center located at 
the church and the Buena Vista 
Hotel. Mr. Rohrman was relieved of 
this responsibility Sunday, but the 
First Baptist Church, Biloxi, will still 
be assisting in the distribution of ma- 
terials. ‘ 

Rev. Zeno, Wells, Supt. of Missions 
of Jackson County, is arranging for 
necessary Baptist administration of 
relief ‘In the Jackson County area. 

Dr. Hensley emphasized that these 
centers will work with other relief 
operations to meet the needs of all 
citizens and to avoid duplications of 
effort. Those closest to the need in 
the various communities will make 
the decisions as to assistance. 

The nature and extent of the dis- 
aster makes long-range planning nec- 
essary as well as giving immediate 
relief to the citizens — hence the ar- 
rangement for back-up centers being 
available to receive relief supplies, if 
necessary. It is imperative that none 
be turned back or turned down be- 
cause of temporary storage problems. 
Dr. Hensley cautioned our people to 
be patient with the local distributing 
groups, as well as receiving groups. 
Because of the enormity of the task 
and the difficulties in communication, 
some misunderstandings and abuses 
will occur, but these are very minor 
in the light of the values in feeding 
and clothing so many. 

Delisle and Handsboro were among 
the first church relief centers to open 
as truck loads of supplies were un- 
loaded from New Orleans and the oth- 
er sections as truck drivers, caught 
in the traffic, just stopped when they 
found a Baptist church. 
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phan to the United States for a deli- 
cate eye operation to save her sight. 
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.. Damaged , 


First 6 ‘aaa Church, Gulfport, located near beach front in that city 


REV. LARRY ROHRMAN, pastor @ First Baptist Cliurch, Biloxi, (right) 


was appointed by the Mayor of Bilxi te: help direct distribution of relief 
supplies. 7 
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SCENE IN FOYER of First Baptist 


THREE BAPTIST LEADERS, active in rescue operations talk things over. 
From left: Rev. J. W. Brister, superintendent of missions of Gulf Coast As- 
sociation; Dr. John H. Traylor, pastor of First Baptist Church, Gulfport, 


and Dr. J. Clark Hensley, director of Christian Action Commission of State 
Convention. 


DR. JOE T. ODLE, editor of Baptist Record, (left) who was pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Gulfport tor 9 years, and Hugh Hairston, the new educa- 


tional director of the church, stands beside sign denoting church services 
the Sunday after the hurricane struck, 


= nce. 
DR. GAIL W. DeBORD, pastor of First Baptist Church, Long Beach, notes 
that services will be held Sunday in a school building 


™~ ’ 
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FLAT TOP UNITY Baptist Church, Picayune, was completely demolished 
GREATER MT. ZION Baptist Church (Negro) on Highway 40 north of Gulf- = by Hurricane Camille to the ¢XteMt of $10,000, with little insurance. This 
pest. 4 a church is over 40 miles from the Coast, 
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We Must Help ‘These 


Churches And People 


(Continued from page 1) 


churches, other than to offer dis- 
aster loans. Nor do we want 
them to do more, for we believe 
in separation of church and state. 


However, our churches have 
suffered great losses, so at the 
same time we are helping others, 
we must help them. Buildings 
must be a ~~ 

ams must sustained during 
Se coming of 
difficulty, e the area is re- 
covering from the storm. 
In many cases there will be 
emergency needs of pastors and 

, that will ‘not be met by 

e public appeals. 

It is because of this, that the 
day on Septem - 
mended by Dr. Hudgins, and ap- 

y Dr. gins, and ap- 
proved > A the Executive C o m- 
mittee, offers a special opportun- 
ity for all of us to express the 


Gulfshore, 


Gulfshore and Kittiwake, 
beautiful Assemblies on 
the Gulf Coast, have met. with 
disaster. 


ake is gone. Gulfshore, 
hurt, with most of its fa- 


_ Camp facility s 


sympathy and concern which we 
all feel for our friends on the 
coast. 


We should give generously, so 


that a great fund will be gather- - 
ed. 


It will be placed in the hands 
of the Convention appointed, spe- 
cial committee, to work with ex- 
ecutive committees on the Coast 
area, to see that every dollar is 
spent where it is needed most. 
If that need is for people rather 
than churches, the committee 
will know what to do. 


We hope that every pastor, 
every church, and every Baptist 
in the state will share in this 

reat hour. It will show that we 

© care for the suffering of our 
fellow men. It will show . how 
that we have the love of God in 
our hearts. 


Let us make this September 7 
offering, the greatest one ever 
taken in our state. 


. e 
Kittiwake 
Convention Board, along with Dr. 
Hudgins, the Assembly Com- 
mittee, and others will carefully 
and prayerfully study that, and 
bring decisions to the convention 
later. Just now, the concern is 
for the people of the stricken 
area and the churches. Decisions 
concerning the Assemblies wi 11 
come later. 

However, the Assembly and 
Camp Program of Mississippi 
Baptists is not dead. Whether it 
is continued ‘at Gulfshore and 
Kittiwake, or elsewhere, there 
will be asemblies and camps. 
We can be sure of that, for we 
have learned the great value of 
this type of program to our work. 
Moreover, Garaywa, the WMU 
stands, and its 
great ministry will continue. 

Furthermore, Gulfshore and 
Kittiwake could never die in 
the hearts of those who have lov- 
ed them and been blessed by 
them. For this past decade, and 
more at Kittiwake, tens of thou- 
sands of lives have been blessed 
by them, and in those lives they 
will live on. 

As to the immediate future of 
the Gulf Coast facilities, it is 
too early yet for the decisions to 
be made. We know that God will 
lead those who eventually must 
decide. 


We Surveyed The 


Hurricane Area 
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all of those which remained standing, 
appeared to have been gutted by the 


. — 
GOD '$ OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH, A VERY PRESENT 


HELP IN TROUBLE. ¢ 


to have weathered the storm, at least 
outwardly unscatched. 


Later, however, as we went into 
the building, we saw what raging 
waves and dirty, sandy water can do 
to lovely carpets, beautiful pews, a 
majestic organ, paneled walls, and all 
the other equipment which makes our 
modern church buildings so _  at- 
tractive. 


At the back of the building, behind 
the auditorium, the storm had bat- 
tered a hole in the wall, and allowed 
the mighty tide to pour in. In a lower 
section of one of the educational units, 
the water still was many feet deep, 
and we saw the church's music libra- 
ry, built over many years, now float- 
ing around. Perhaps $10,000 worth of 
music, was in soggy ruin. 


We walked through the educational 
area, where the fellowship hall al- 
ready was being scrubbed, to make 
ready for services next Sunday. Out 
on the lawn, standing beside a big 
boat which had been washed out of 


gone. I hardly knew where I was, al- 
though I had lived on the street for 
almost ten years. 


This was the highest area of the 
Gulfport beach, but the damage was 
unbelievable. And as we moved ecast- 


We passed the Veteran's Adminis- 
tration Hospital. Most of the buildings 
back somewhat away from the beach 
had stood, although we are sure some 
of them were battered, at least on 
their lower floors. Near the beach was 
a large, recently built recreation 
building for the patients. It was a 
heap of stones. . 


We moved on. Amazingly, a brick 
apartment building still was stand. 
ing, although its lower floor had been 
terribly battered, and even brick 
walls had been beaten out. Inside was 
devastation, 


Shelter From The 
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@Ouiet Talks 


ON RELIGION IN LIFE 


CHESTER E. SWOR 


Labor Day S pecial: “Acres of Diamonds” 


with the earnest desire to make my 


+ A-yeung-woman_cashier_in_ a_large 
drug store expressed to a friend her 
longing to become a secretary in a 
church office. She felt that she could 
.perform in that capacity a more 
meaningful work than ‘‘standing and 
punching a cash register for eight 
hours a day.” 

The friend called her attention to 
these facts: hundreds of people stand 
daily for a brief time at her cash reg- 
ister, many of whom are in dire 
need of a smile, or a word of cheer, 
or a compassionate inquiry; that, as 
a dedicated Christian, this cashler 
could smile the radiant smile, speak 
the word of cheer, and make the com- 
passionate inquiry. The cashier took 
another look at her erstwhile dull job, 
and she literally turned it a daily 
ministry of inspiring help 88. 

Have you felt—at least occasionally 


ia and barren of the possibility of mak- 


ing any real contribution to the per- 
sonal well-being and happiness of oth- 
ers? Why not take another look, add- 
ing three new dimensions as you 
look? 

First, add imagination. One woman 


PSALM V6:f 


Just beyond it was the American 
Legion building, now a shamble of 
blocks and girders. In front were the 
memorial guns, still standing defiant- added imagination to the boresome 
ly, as if aimed at the sea, which had - chore of dish-washing, imagining the 
been so terrible, but now lay quietly ~running water to be a mountain 
and calmly in its bed. brook, the irridescent soap suds to be 
Beyond was the beachfront of Mis- pictures of far - away places of 
sissippi City, now a part of Gulfport. glamour and beauty. Believe it or not, 
The houses, the tourist courts, the she told me that dish-washing had 
filling stations all were gone. We got become her dreaming time! 
out of our car and walked up toward Second, add dedication. . . . ‘I shall 
the First Baptist Church, Mississippi do my job, however humble or high, 
City. Where there had been stores ~ 
and filling stations, now there were ever, that the pastor’s home had sev- 
just concrete foundations. Giant trees eral feet of the sea water, backed up 
were down. The houses were still from Biloxi bay, and that damage 
standing a block from the beach, but would be sizable. 
great piles of lumber and debris were On we drove through Bayou View, 
piled up against some of them. In one one of the finest housing areas of 
place there was a terrible odor, and Gulfport, and located several miles 
people said they were sure there were from the beach. Most of the homes 
some bodies under the wreckage. Res- here had only wind and rain dam- 
cue workers and search teams, sim- age, and that from falling trees. How- 
ply had not yet gotten that far. ever, some of the homes are in lower 
The Mississippi City church had a areas, where the waters from Biloxi 
large pine tree lying across its front Back Bay, which reaches all the way 
yard, but the roof of the building ap- back of Gulfport, had piled many feet 
peared intact as far as we could see. of water around them, were badly 
As we walked inside we saw that the damaged. 


water had risen about three feet in We stopped: at the home of the pas- 


x 
famage, The pastor df not there, ‘F olFiret Baptist Church, Dr. Tray- 
: , lor, lives in such a Home. The 


Next door was his home, with great water had reached several feet i 


of rubbish piled in the yard. , 
eo igeony water had not gotten into ‘Re home and had covered both of 


their cars. A sofa was sitting out in 

ws house. the yard drying out. I noted that 
Next to the church, we met some : yas Bee. oe piled 
* teps. Out in back man: 

Methodist ladies who had stayed ee — a — 


pine trees had gone down, but all had 
fallen away from the house. We 
talked to the pastor's wife. ‘‘How was 
it?” we asked. ‘‘Terrifying’’ she said, 
“like many freight trains passing 
right over you.” 


Long Beach 

We had to go. Back through Gulf- 
port, and then on toward Long Beach 
to the West. We were on the Back 
Road, more than a mile from the 
beach. Yet in many places, trees 
debris already had been moved, 
open the road to traffic. Evidences 
the force of the storm were ev 
where. We passed the Gulf 
church building which bore no 
dences of damage. Light posts 
ere be 


through the storm. The water did not 
get into their houses very deep, and 
they were spared. One of them said, 
“My husband's faith carried us 


We looked up the impassable street, 
leading away from the beach, to see 
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auditorium, leaving the pews and fur- 
niture in a misshapen heap. Later 
we learned that the damage was esti- 
mated at $200,000.00. 


We moved out on to the beach high- 
way, one lane of which was still open. 
In much of the highway the south 
lane, near the seawall, had been un- 
dermined, with the sand washed out, 
and the road was in ruins. The north 
lane, had been cleared of debris, and 

~ was still open. We were not prepared 
for what we were about to see. 
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This was near the eye of the storm, 
and the whole area, often for a block 
or more back from the beach, simply 
had been swept clean by the storm. 
Where once had stood beautiful 
homes, and motels and apartmients, 
now.there was nothing. Nothing ex- 
cept some foundations, and 
fallen trees, and once in a while, a 
twisted sign. Some trees. were still 
standing but were stripped of foliage. 
Back up in the trees remaining stand- 
ing, a block or more from the beach; 
couid be seen piles of lumber and oth- 


ly was from high winds, 

broken windows, driving rain, etc. 
Pass Road 

We drove out to the Pass 


were , ke er rubble. Those boards and other 
passed by the Pass Road Baptist wreckage represented someones 
Church, and many men were working “homes, but now they were simply 
on its fof for evidently much of the’ scrap, 

away. This would mean rain damage | We drove on. Familiar landmarks 
on the probably, but not from were missing. I looked for streets 
the sea. We have learned since, how- where friends had lived, and was not 


world better.” I knew a street-sweep- 


er in an English city who felt with 
genuineness that he was helping his 
God and his city to keep his part of 
the world cleaner and more whole- 
some. I know of a porter in a great 
metropolitan railway station who 
feels that he is helping to make the 
world’s load lighter as he assists peo- 
ple with their baggage loads and 
shares with them his joyous phi- 
losophy of life. I have read of a garb- 
age collector who feels in a sense of 
dedicated service that he is helping 
to keep his world cleaner and more 
acceptable to God and man. 

Third, add the realization that you 
and your work are of very great sig- 
nificance to God: he knows you per- 
sonally, he cares about you infinite- 
ly, and your work matters signif- 
icantly-to=him. If you are doing the 
job you feel best equipped to do, if 
you are doing that job to the limit of 
your ability, if you are doing it in a 
sense of gratitude for the privilege of 
work, if you are doing it with ‘the 
dedicated desire to make a contribu- 
tion to your world, and if you are do- 
ing that job to the glory of God, YOU 
ARE A JOY TO YOUR GOD AND A 
BLESSING TO YOUR WORLD. 

So, take another look at your job: 
it may well be literally ‘‘acres of dia- 
monds”’ instead of the dull and bar- 
ren task..yau once thought! 

(Published by special arrangement 
with Dr. Swor, 902 Whitworth Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi.) 


even sure about the streets as mark- 
ers were gone. The streets themselves 
weer filled with fallen trees and 
debris, so one could hardly walk 
through them. Certainly there was no 
driving. We sought in vain for the 
FFA Encampment. We had visited it 
on numerous occasions, but now it 
was gone, and even any identifying 
mark was missing. We looked for the 
street where Tom Douglas, Manager 
of Gulfshore lived, but never could 
find it. 


Then we came to the area where 
the motels, filling stations and shop- 
ping center had been, just east of 
Kittiwake Baptist Assembly. It was 
unbelievable. Where there had been 
motels, now, was nothing but the 
swimming pool surrounded by the 
roads and the slab of concrete where 
the rooms had been. They were all 
simply gone. And the houses which 
once had stood behind some of 
them on back streets were just gone. 
At filling stations, sometimes the 
pumps were standing, battered and 
bent, and sometimes they were not. 
The screen of a drive in theatre, stood 
torn and stark. A steel frame now 
bowed and buffeted showed where the 
shopping center had been. 

Gulf Palms, the motel next to Kitti- 
wake, was merely an area of con- 
crete. 


This was true of Kittiwake next 
door. Giant pines were down near the 
entrance. The sign lay in the sand, 
as if it had surrendered the ele- 
ments. We walked down road 
where we had driven so often. There 
was nothing before us except the 
foundation stones of the main build- 
fing, the concrete slab where the mo- 
tel had stood, and foundations of 
some of the cabins. Not a building of 
any kind could be seen. Through the 
trees still standing, we could see the 
piles of lumber and rubble, and fall- 
en trees. In the distance were the 
trucks and buses of the assembly, 
which had been parked on the highest 
ground of Kittiwake, and somehow 
had escaped even a falling tree. 


The swimming pool stood there 
alone. Once it had been the center of 
cabins and the motel building. One 
could not but reminisce over the won- 
derful conferences and camps which 
had been held there. 


We had to go. . .we were headed 
for Pass Christian and Gulfshore. 
Many of the homes along the shore, 
and far back in the trees, were gone, 
or grotesquely mis-shapen. Some of 
the oldest homes. in-Mississippi had 
stood there, but they were gone, or 
wrecked now. . 


(Continued on page 7) ‘ 
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W. R. ROBERTS, SBC Annuity Po ¢ , fissi i. eri 
at sign of Kittiwake pales ard secretary for Mississippi, grimly looks 


FAMILIAR scene through archway of Gulf Hall at Gulfshore. 


Gulfshore And Kittiwake 


Damage In Pictures 


: A 
$ ad j ee Re 6 
INSIDE OF AUDITORIUM at Gulfshore. Note the front wall is knocked out. 
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Interior view of Gulf Hall at Gulfshore 


i 4 ee 
BARRACKS Building at Gulfshore. 


REMAINS of White Ca 


In at at Guifet SWIMMING POOL at Gulfshore with tree blown across it. 


BEDROOMS ON second floor of Gulf Hall, (Wall is torn out) 


: highway as we came in awhile 
“ago — but we are not positive. The 
steel arch that Mr. Blackwell put in 
just above the platform was torn out 
by the force of the gale and lies twist- 
ed and gnarled on” the floor of the 
auditorium. 

The barracks building adjoining has 


—and on the left side, as you face it 
from the driveway, at least half or 
two - thirds of the siding has been 
sucked out and the contents have been 
thoroughly drenched. 

Further on toward The Gulf build- 
ing as we look — it is as we had 
feared — there remains only a pile of 
Tubble where the once very useful 
Children’s Building existed. The rouf 
. Was not blown away, if indeed that 
be the roof to that building, — and 
it’s a little difficult to tell — but it 
seems it just had collapsed on the 
rubble. The entire walls and front 
itself have been tumbled 
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Rev. and Mrs. L. R. Alford of D’lo and their daugh- 
ter, Joy, browse in Baptist Bookstore Exhibit. 


under the water tank\is nonexistent. 


Where the cafeteria was, adjoining 
The Gulf building \tself, there is 
nothing but a twisted, matted pile of 
rubble. Steel, window frames, con- 
crete blocks, roofing trusses, air con- 
ditioning vents, and kitchen equip- 


‘ment: are all piled in one conglomer- 


ate general mass, and one would 
have to know that it once was a cafe- 
teria to realize that that was the 
function that this place once served. 
It’s rather strange, and I have been 
trying to understand it, that the cafe- 
teria end so completely demolished is 
utterly different from the main Gulf 
building itself. It is_as if you had put 
a partition between the cafeteria 
and the building. Something seems to 
have prevented the main building it- 
self in that wing from disintegrating. 
Class Room Building 

Now, let me leave the main Gulf 
building for a moment and come to 
what many of you remember the 
Classroom building. There is nothing 
remaining of it but a pile of kindling 
wood about four feet high piled up 
against the south end of The Gulf 
building. Next to that, where the 
Driftwood apartments were, where 
(many of you have stayed and where 
only last week, among others, Mrs. 
Clayburn and Mrs Quinn of. our 
own Baptist Building Staff were in 
one apartment, Dr. and Mrs. Cauthen 
were in another, and Dr. Hardee Ken- 
nedy was yet in another — that build- 
ing which has been such a delight 
to many of you staff people, if you 
are listening to this narration, is a 
total loss. All that is left of that again 
are some wall blocks and some roof- 
ing material, — all in a tangled pile 
and one would have to know that 
once a beautiful apartment building 
was there. As you go back of these 
buildings, toward the gulf, you can 
see bathtubs, lavatories, commodes, 
various plumbing fixtures, pipe, and 
faucets, . . . things that have been 
torn out of the walls and that lie 
there on the ground. What a scene of 
utter desolation and havoc. It is al- 
most unbelievable, even as we stand 
here and look at it! 


sley. 


Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins, executive secretary, 
shows beautiful campus of Gulfshore Assembly to Dr 
Conally Evans, Orlando, Fla., speaker, 
Rev, Horace Carpenter of Roxie. 


LAST MEETING HELD AT GULFSHORE 
Bible Conference - Aug. 11-15 


Mrs, Clyde Bryan of Jackson; ptanist>-and- Davie 
Ford, Port Arthur, Texas, music leader, pose for 
photographers as they pian for a musical number. 


Three ladies have moment of fellowship after even. 
ing session. From left: Mrs. W. Douglas Hudgins, 
Mrs. Baker James Cauthen and Mrs. J. Clark Hen. 


Hudgins Makes Report On Two State 


But the most amazing thing to.me 
is the Old. Commodore House, White- 
cap. The only thing left of it is the 
huge concrete, double curving steps 
that went up to the second floor. 
Those are twisted and either blown 
or washed out of line. But they are 
-sti}i-there._And_there is a pile of con- 
crete blocks all in a jumble. But to 
believe that commodious and well 


_ built building is completely gone — 


again it’s almost bey ond our compre- 
hension. 

Many of you will remember that 
just as we come into the grounds, or 
as we did come into the grounds, 
there was the watchman’s cottage 
(Mr. Reeves, the security man, has 
just come on the. grounds this after- 
noon and I had a chance to visit with 
him a minute)—that building is com- 
pletely gone; the fence, the signs, ey- 
erything that would indicate what this 
was have been blown away. As [| 
stand here in front of the gymnasium, 
I look te"my left toward what once 
was the watchman's house and see a 
couple of air conditioners lying on the 
ground. These have been sucked out 
of windows somewhere. Here imme- 
diately in front of me is a bright 
orange chair that came out of White- 
cap, and there is a fiberglass chair 
that once belonged to a break- 
fast room set. There is an electric 
coffeepot! Although it is minus a top 
and the insides, it's certainly not bat- 
tered up. And here, almost in front 
of me, a metal box — a strong metal 
box — with a sign on it that says 
“Black and Decker.” I looked at it 
thinking perhaps here was Grady 
Blackwell's power saw. But the con- 
tainer is entirely empty and how it 
was blown-here in such good condi- 
tion nobody knows. 

The people who lived in the lovely 
tan brick house, Mr. and Mrs. Math- 
is, have lost everything they had on 
that lot. As we stand here and look 
that way, and I have moved down 
the driveway a little bit toward the 
watchman’s house, — there isn't a 
pillar, there isn’t a wall, there isn’t 
a foundation, a curtain wall — there 


(left), 


(right) and 


isn’t anything. In fact, I think*‘I see 
two bathtubs maybe — one bathtub 
at least and perhaps the other is an 
air conditioning unit. But everything 
else is gone — it’s just completely 
wiped out. 

Strangely enough, the small shrub- 
bery around here is—not—teo—badly 
damaged. Some of the big trees have 
been blown down, and over on the 
fill by the railroad, under the water 
tank, and back up toward the 
barracks building and the auditorium, 
the whole railroad bank is two-thirds 
filled with debris, trash, lumber, wall 
paneling, roofing, bits of metal, and 
the remainder of old boats. It is just 
a complete: devastated mess. 

Many of you wonder about the fish- 
ing pier — it’s completely gone — no 
sign of it! The other pier that held 
so many of you in the early morning 
and late afternoon and enjoyed by 
so many of us — that completely has 
gone : 

And as I try to describe to you very 
inadequately this scene of desolation, 
out beyond us there are a few small 
whitecaps on the gulf; otherwise it's 
back doWn to its ordinary level. The 
wind is blowing very gently, and one 
would have to be told even to imagine 
that water and wind combined just a 
few hours ago to wreak such havoc 
upon us here. 

Now, this, I am sorry to say, is the 
bad news, even worse than anything 
we have said thus far. I am not a 
builder. I am not a contractor. I make 
no pretense at being an engineer or a 
designer or an architect, but I would 
venture almost anything I have that 
there is not a single structure left on 
these grounds that economically can 
be repaired. Perhaps the barracks 
puilding might be renovated, but I 
am afraid to gut it and to start all 
over would actually cost more than 
to build it new. The building used as 
an auditorium, in my judgment, 
again would cost far more to repair 


Bible study. 


ch conference. 


PAUL B. JOHNSON ; 
September 4 and 5 


than it would to replace it. The gym- 
nasium, I am not too positive about. 
The walls seem to be with some 
cracks. The roof does not look like it 
has escaped damage and the inside of 
it is completely stripped. The Gulf 
Building, our main administration 
building, if I’m any judge at all, (and 


we could not get up to it)-appears-te— 


have had more damage than at any 
time ever before. Some of the struc- 
ture evidently has been moved a lit- 
tle out of line. Mr. Blackwell says 
that his judgment is that we have 
major:problems in the—structure it- 
self. There has been a good deal of 
roof damage in various places and 
the interior of the lower floor is com- 
pletely a shambles, and although I do 
not profess to pass judgment, I would 
have to say that it is my opinion that 
we now have about twenty-four and 
seven-tenths acres of valuable land 
right on the gulf at Henderson Point. 
But I regret very much to say to you 
that unless I miss my estimate terri- 
bly, we do not have an economically 
repairable building left on our 
campus. 

Thus, as the rain clouds form in 
the distance, and it appears we shall 
soon be visited with another shower, 
with a heart filled with great regret; 
with many memories; and recalling 
that yonder by the Whitecap, where 
Glenn Perry and I stood with Dr. 
Quarles twelve or thirteen years ago 
and offered to buy this property, and 
having seen it grow and develop and 
become such a part of so many of 
your lives, I turn away with a sense 
of great sadness, and actually a lump 
in my throat, because beautiful Gulf- 
shore Assembly is prostrate in front of 
my eyes. 

But, thank God, not one of our staff- 
ers — none of our employed people— 
none of our regular staff — were in- 
jured. They had some inconvenience 
and worked like Trojans for forty- 
eight hours, all to no avail, it turned 
out — there has been no loss of life, 


PASTOR-DEACON RETREATS 


ALL Pastors and Deacons are invited for two days of fellowship, recreation, inspiration and 


The Bible study leaders are: Dr. E. R. Pinson at Holmes State Park; Dr. Don H. Stewart at 
Paul B. Johnson State'Park; Dr. James L. Travis at Wall Doxey State Park; and Dr. John F. Car- 
ter at Roosevelt State Park. Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins will bring the closing evening message at ea- 


Each program begins at 10:00 a.m. and continues through the second afternoon. 
Total Cost for the TWO DAYS: $4.00 


Bring Pillow and Linens 
For reservations write: 
Therman V. Bryant. 


COOPERATIVE MISSIONS DEPARTMENT 


P. O. Box 530 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 


Pictured are Pastors speaking in their areas: - 


HOLMES STATE PARK 
September 1 and 2 
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Parker 


September 8 and 9 


ROOSEVELT STATE PARK 
September 11 and 12 


James €. Mereld 8. 
Smith Morrie, de. 


Pictures of all Program Persone! not available 
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Baptist Assemblies 


no injury; only devastation from this 
the most terrific hurricane that has 
ever hit the United States. 

I would not say that I am discour- 
aged! I am sad. I am sad because 
this meant so much to so many. But, 
you know, I have a feeling that the 
good Lord never allows anything to 
happen to His people that in it He 
cannot be His best, do His best, prove 
His best, and make available His 
best to those He loves. Out of this, be- 
yond any doubt in the world, some- 
where-out in the future —.I do not 
know how or when — there will come, 
pray God, something for His glory 
that may be even bigger and better 
than anything we have ever dreamed! 

It’s with such a faith in our God 
that I bxing you this report. Though 
we may have entailed some loss, it is 
a loss of material things; but dear 
friends, it would seem to me that we 
are coming to 1970 to begin a new 
flecade, realizing in a more wonderful 
way than we have ever done before 
that, “It is not by might, nor by pow- 
er, but my Spirit saith the Lord of 
Hosts.’ And as we look forward to 
whatever the Lord may have for us in 
the future, I urge you, along with me, 
to dedicate yourself to one great pur- 
poseful ideal and design. Let us, no 
matter this or what, — let us in our 
churches in 1970, and in the remain- 
ing months of this year, 1969, make 
it possible, by our own personal self 
commitment, that we shall have the 
greatest spiritual awakening. ever ex- 
perienced in this generation. May the 
greatest revival of church tmember- 
ship Mississippi Baptists have ever 
seen come about as each of us give 
ourselves to this emphasis in the 
months to come. 

—W. Douglas Hudgins 


(Transcribed from a tape descrip- 
tion made on the grounds on Tues- 
day, August 19, 1960) 
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God's People In Confusion 


By Clifton J. Allen 


_ Judges 2 to 3:6; 5-7; 8:33:35; 17:1-6; 


men. They were marked chiefly by 
valor and initiative which led people 


& SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON 


LIFE AND WORK CURRICULUM 


Peter: From Weakness To Witness 


John 1:42; Matt. 26:69-75; 


Acts 2:14, 


ing a follower of Christ. However'as _ 


21:25 

In our survey study of ‘‘The Story 
of God and His People,” we are con- 
cerned primarily to learn how God 
dealt with his people 
and wrought out his 
purpose through 
them. This lesson 
covers the period fol- 
| lowing the conquest 
| of Canana when 
there was no central- 
ized government, no 
central capital, and 
no king. Accurately, 
it is described as a time of confusion. 
One factor was the incompleteness of 
the conquest. The Israelites did not 
completely drive out the idolatrous 
tribes who were living in the land. 
The presence of these idolatrous 
groups became a snare to the people 
of God. Our lesson gives us a sum- 
mary story of the perversity of the 
people and measures God used for 
judgment and to inspire repentance. 


The Lesson Explained 
Judges In Israel 
(2:16-19) 


The background of these verses 
must be kept in mind. Joshua and 
his generation had died. The Israel- 
ites adopted many of the evil cus 
toms of the native inhabitants, re- 
sorting in many instances to inter- 
marriage. The degrading and immor- 
al religion of the Canaanites was a 
snare and caused many of the Israel- 
ites to turn to idolatry. Thus, gener- 
ally, God's people forgot their solemn 
convenant to serve him. The book of 
Judges tells of recurring periods of 
apostasy from the Lord, divine chas- 
tisement leading to repentance, and 
God’s mercy in raising up judges for 
the deliverance of his people. When 
the people turned away from God, he 
abandoned them to oppression by 
some surrounding nation as a means 
of discipline and correction. When 
backsliding turned to repentance, God 
wrought deliverance. God's judgement 
was not arbitrary but corrective. His 
mercy was not indifference to sin but 
redemptive concern for his people. 


The judges were not outstanding 


to rally around them. They were the 
best persons available in times of 
crisis to accomplish God’s purpose. 


Gideon, Man Of Faith 
(6:11-14) 

Gideon is chosen for special con- 
sideration as a judge who illustrated 
uriiquely the importance of faith and 
Obedience toward God. At a time 
when the Israelites were brought to 
unusual distress by the Midianites 
and Amalekites, God called Gideon, a 
humble farmer, but a ‘mighty man 
of valor,’’ to be his nation’s deliverer. 
Gideon showed initative by leading 
his own family and neighbors to true 
worship. This called for courage and 
decisive action. Gideon destroyed the 
altar of Baal and the image of 
Astarte to show the impotence of 
baalism and to impress on the peo- 
ple the judgment of God on baalism. 
Then Gideon followed God’s direc- 
tions by reducing his army to three 
hundred and depending on the 
strategy of faith for victory over the 
Midianites. Broken pitchers, lighted 
torches, and trumpet blasts could be 
used by God to bring the Midianite 
host to flight and subsequent destruc- 
ion, Gideon illustrates God’s use of 
humble-minded men, who can be 
transformed under a conviction of a 
divine call and by the presence of the 
Lord to become the brave leaders of 
a nation and fearless champions of 
true religion. 


Forgetting God 
(8:33-35) 


The sad refrain throughout the book ~ 


of Judges is that the Israelites turned 


again, they forget the Lord their God, 
in spite of all that he had done to 
liver them first from Egypt and lat- 
er from their enemies in 
Canaan. They soon forgot 
though they had wanted 
him their king. They were v: 
the love of ease and a religion of in- 


F 


faithful and fulfil its calling. 


WeSurveyed TheHurricane Area 


(Continued from Page 4) 
As we neared downtown, 


elements was evident. 

Wreckage and ruin filled all of 
area in front of the downtown area. 
To the left where the yacht club had 
been, there was nothing except the 
stretch of land that reached out into 


stretches to the famed Episcopal 
Church which dates back to the 1840's. 


out of the rubbish, and set it up on 
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By Bill Duncan 
Simon’ was a fisherman from the 
village of Bethsaida who was the 
younger brother of Andrew, the first 
disciple of Jesus 
* S) Christ. Through the 
: i) years, Simon wa45 
considered a large 
man physically. Ma- 
S ny adjectives have 
"] been used to de- 
scribe this man — 
temperamental, _ im- 
petuous, and_at times 
rl violent. He was 4 
friendly, likable person and others 
were naturally drawn to him. He 
was married and the only disciple 
that was. 


The Beginning (John 1:42) 

One day Andrew came to Simon 
and announced that he had found the 
Messiah. Andrew said that he was 
Jesus of Nazareth whom even John 
the Baptist recognized. Simon had 
heard of this man but had not serious- 
ly considered him. At the beginning 
something very dramatic happened. 
At first Jesus changed the name of 
Simon to Peter. The name stood for 
rock. What a contrast to such a 
changable character. This is the 
name by which we call the second 
disciple. This one who was so strong 
that he was someone to count on in a 
crisis. 


Peter like — Andrew, re- 
minds us that can use all per- 
sons in His service. Andrew without 
great gifts, and changable Peter with 
great ability both became worthy di- 
sciples of the Master. If we kive our- 
selves in dedicated service to Christ, 
He can use us. 


The Fall (Matt. 26:69-72) 

Peter was always under pressure 
but on the night in which Jesus was 
tried by the Roman offjciais he blew 
his relationship to the Lord. The 
young girl tried to accuse Peter of 
being a follower of Christ. Most peo- 
ple would not have enough evidence 
against them for a conviction of be- 
fully. . . . I gave him the jug of 
water... . He thanked me and 
thankéd me and went away....I 
realized that I did not. know what it 
was to be thirsty... . 


Another unforgetable scene... . 
As we passed through one street they 
we tributing milk to passersby. 


Just ad of us was a pick-up truck, 
with a of about eight standing in 
the back 


along just behind it. The boy eagerly 
tore that half-galion of milk open, and 
turned it up to take long draughts. 
He drank and drank. Finally, con- 
tentedly he moved it away from his 
face, and wiped his mouth. A smile of 
satisfaction covered his countenance. 
We had never known real hunger for 
milk either. We were learning les- 


Just before curfew began at six 
o'clock, we drove out of the stricken 
area. It had been a long day, a tir- 
ing one, but one we never would for- 


Etched upon our minds were scenes 
which we hoped never to see again 
Yet we knew that we actually hadn't 


children had died; or families 
or persons who did not know what 
to their loved ones 
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nied all connéction with Christ. Be- 
fore we condemn Peter, we need to 
Stop and remember how many times 
we have done the same thing. The 
one, who had pulled his sword in de- 
fense of Jesus, forgot that he was the 
Tock and denied that he had ever 
known Jesus of Nazareth. Of course 
it was for just a moment, but the 
damage was done. 


When people fall like Peter, they 
need to be as sorrowful as Peter was. 
The nature to fall is human. The de- 
sire to repent is from above. The 
best of men fall in temptation. The 
failure is that men will stay down. 


«When men with sorrow repent God is 


willing to forget. We all deny our re- 
lationship, when we refuse to have the 
right relationship, ‘to God. 


The Preacher (Acts 2:14-38) 
When Pentecost came, God's 
spirit, filled the weak disciple Peter. 
He then became a rock, strong and 
Steady. He became a rock of strength 
to the other disciples in his cou- 
Tageous witness for Christ. He be- 
came the recognized leader of the 
disciples in the days that followed 
Christ’s resurrection. He was not 
afraid now because his faith was 
filled with courage because of the 

awareness of Christ’s presence. 


When the opportunity arose, Peter 
stood and preached on the day of 
Pentecost. He tried to explain to all 
what had happened to the merry band 
of disciples. When the people asked 
what must they do to be saved, Peter 
answered with assurance. Peter said 
it was the Holy Spirit that had caused 


save them, but they 
witness that would be open 
committment to Christ that would 
meaningful. 


The message was hard to receive 
because it was pointed and required 
much of the disciples. However if 
they would be forgiven, and they 
would also receive the Holy Spirit. 
This was their greatest needs... 


Peter preached many other wonder- 
ful messages that are recorded in 
Acts. All, of these messages show 
what hardship the disciples had to 
endure. But he was not alone for now 
he had the friends and the Lord for 
his strength. We too have the Holy 
Spirit and we need to be true at all 
cost. 


WANT TO BUY USED PEWS 
The Calvary Baptist Church would 
like to buy some used church pews. 


Contact Howard Hill, Calvary 
Baptist Church, Canton, Miss. 39046 
Phone 859-5476 


a ‘ITS CUSTOMARY POLICY IN- DISASTERS OF THIS-SORT-BY—————————— 
REPLACING CURRENT PERIODICAL CUCRRICULUM LITERATURE WHICH WAS 
LOST BY CHURCHES AS A RESULT OF HURRICANE CAMILLE. SUCH REPLACEMENT 
WILL BE WITHOUT COST, AND DEPENDS UPON AVAILABILITY OF THE 
NEED ISSUES. CHURCHES DESIRING PERIODICAL LITERATURES REPLACEMENT 
SHOULD GET IN TOUCH WITH THE CHURCH LITERATURE DEPT BAPTIST 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD 127 NINTH AVENUE NORTH NASHVILLE TENNESSEE 
37203 THANKS-- AND OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE 
IN THESE DEVASTATING DAYS 

GOMER R LESCH «= 
F-12091 (ROR) 


Sunday School Board Wires That It Will Replace 
Literature Lost by Churches In Storm Area 


MONTANA REVIVAL REPORTS DELAYED 


Our schedule had called for printing this week of the reports from 
the Crugade of the Americas revivals in Montana. This special issue on 
Hurricane Camille, makes it necessary that we delay these reports until 
a later issue.—Editor ‘ 


Cushions For Church Pews 
Comfort and beauty. At prices you 
can afford 

Contact us for free estimate, 


Flowers Cushion Service 
- BP, 0. Box 587-M 
Keene, Texas 76059 Ph. 817-645-9203 


PIANO TUNER TECHNICIAN 
Quality tuning, repair, and refin- 
ishing. Old Pump Organs complete- 
ly rebuilt and refinished. All work 
guaranteed, reference if needed. 
Phone 887-1634 or 887-2962 
Indianola, Mississippi 
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folding Chairs—Banquet Tables 
MISSISSIPPlg STATIONERY COMPANY 


PRINTING AND LITHOGRAPHING 
271 East Peari Street Jackson, Mississippi 


—o— 
BIBLECENTERED COUNSELING 
(Both Groups and Private) 


A non-denominational arm of the church—in therapy and support—only 
one step beyond the immediate church family ‘ 
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A non-profit agency of The Mississipp! eligious and, Pastoral Counseling Fds., Inc. 
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HEADQUARTERS 


FOR ALL TYPES OF 


School & Church Furniture 
© Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and 
furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 
School, Auditorium Cafeteria and every 
Schoo! and Church use. 


EVERYTHING FOR 


MISSISSIPPI 
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BAPTIST BUILDING SAVINGS, INC. 


CHURCH INTERIORS 


You are invited to investigate our new and 
complete line of beautiful church furniture. 
Among the features offered are: 

@ Designed for “contour comfort” = Made 


.+s+00++sCHURCH INTERIORS, INC. «*+*+++*+ 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
CONTOUR COMFORT CHURCH FURNITURE 
NEWTON, MISSISSIPPI 39345 


We 
( Please send complete information 
0 Have representative call 
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Thursday, August 28, 1969 


* Devotional 


The Uncertain Frontier In 


~Our National Destin y 


By Ered Fowler, Pastor, Clarke-Venable Church, Decatur 
Two Alaskan natives were watching the construction of a lighthouse. 
They asked a workman the purpose of it and were told, ‘It’s to keep the 
fog from causing ships to run aground.’ The first day it was in opera- 
_tion, these same two natives stood near its base watching as a bank of fog 


came rolling in--One—turned~ to the other—and—said,—““See-I_teld—you—it_no _ 
work. The light she flash, the bell she ding ding, the horn she woo woo, but 
the fog she come rolling in just the same." os ’ 
Perhaps there are those in Ameriga who have as much difficulty un- 
derstanding the purpose and destiny of our nation as the Alaskan natives 
did with the lighthouse. When our nation was being built many were seek- 
ing religious freedom. Some were seeking to escape from the penalty of 


their crimes and the motives of the others could be classified somewhere 


in between. But from the very beginning we ‘have been a religious people 
This is historically true. I believe no one can read the history of our coun 
try without realizing that the Bible and the principles of Christ have been 
the guiding geniuses that have guided our land. 

However, this writer believes that the future destiny of our nation is 
not determined by the past but by the present. It is not determined by re- 
ligion as such but by every individual practicing the very presence of God 
Where our forefathers relied so heavily upon the protection of divine provi- 
dence, we have lost this concept of God. Even the casual observer would 
describe the average Americans belief in God to be very vague except that 
God is pretty much like us, He is terribly concerned about our cause and 
he will help us proffer everybody in our way so that we may remain the 
most affluent nation on earth. 

The people of our nation no longer rely upon the Bible for Ged's moral 
judgments but rely instead upon their own personal judgments making ex- 
ceptions to every moral principle in their own personal favor. The people 
of our nation have rejected the rule ethic which have swept away the ex- 
ternal and the trivial, but has also left man adrift in a moral sea with no 
rudder and no compass. The people of America desire action rather than 
moral platitudes, and want the freedom to do their own thing or “the lov- 
ing thing’’ rather than acknowledge the wishful longing for the reassurance 
of God's presence that is often found behind the gaiety arrogance and re- 
bellion. ar z 

The destiny of our nation wili not be determined by Washington, Wall 
Street or the military industrial complex but by the moral strength of its 
citizens to walk right before God. The strength of the Christian citizenship 
was made up from the beginning of ‘‘not many wise according to worldly 
standards, not many powerful, not many of noble birth.”’ (I Cor. 1:26). 

Como Church, Como: youth led re- 
vival; Aug. 27-31; Rey. Jimmy Craft, 
Memphis, evangelist; Jimmy Gools- 
by, Canton, music director; Miss 
Rosemary Suddeth, Tinsley, pianist, 
all are students at Mississippi Col- 
lege; services 7:30 p. m. each eve- 
ning and 11:00 a. m. on Sunday. 
There will be various youth activities 
during the week. Rev, Eugene Strick- 
land, pastor. 


Revival Dates 


Rolling Fork To 
Honor Pastor and Wife 
Reverend and Mrs. R. E. Ky 
First Baptist Church of Rolling Fork. 
will be honored . on August 31, 1900" 
with a Réception in the Church Fellow. 
ship Hall. They have served in th is 
church for ten years and this is to be 
an anniversary celebration for them 
All present and past church mem. 
bers, as well as area friends, are in- 
vited to the Reception, from 4:09 to 
6:00 on August 31, 1969. The re 


Evening Worship Hour will follow at 
6:30 p.m. 

The reception was originally scheg. 
uled for Aug. 17, but had to be post- 
poned 


Damascus (Lincoln) 
Sets Anniversary 
Service Aug. 31 

Damascus Church in Lincoln Coun. 
ty will celebrate its 110th birthday on 
August 31. The church has invited ali 
former pastors who are still living to 
be present on that day, as well as ali 
former members and friends of the 
church. Morning services will begin 
at 10:30. Dinner on the ground will be 
served and everyone is invited to 
bring a basket lunch and stay for this 
fellowship. An afternoon service wij! 
begin at 1 o’clock. There will be no 
night service. 


Troubles are like babies, the more 
you nurse them, the larger they 
grow. 


Houlka To Dedicate Children’s Building 


Aerial view of Pass Christian with Gulf Palms Motel 
identified by two swimming pools located near cen- 


Rev. Mike Gilchrist Jimmy Snelen 


Calvary Church, Meridian: § ¢ pt. 
7 - 14; Rev. Mike Gilchrist; Lake 
Charles, La., evangelist; Jimmy 
Snelen, Dallas, Texas, singer; wor- 
ship services 10 a.m. and 7:30 p. m. 
(Homecoming Day, Sunday Sept. 
14); Rev. W. Otis Seal, pastor. 


Calvary Church, Waynesboro: Aug. 
31-Sept. 5; Rev. Bill Cox, full-time 
evangelist from New Orleans will be 
preaching; Don Moore, minister of 
music, First Church, Aberdeen, song 
leader; services 7:30 p. m. with regu- 
Rar worship houré of Sunday; Rev. 
Jécry Henderson, pastor. 


HOULKA CHURCH will dedicate their new children’s and fellowship build- 
ing September 14. The building contains 2700 square feet of space, housing 
nursery, Beginnner, Primary, and an adult department, a modern kitchen 
and fellowship hall. Building Committee: Leland Johnson, Tommy Washing- 
ton, Dan Sims; Mrs. Paul Griffin; Mrs. Hardy Keith. Furnishing Commit- 
tee: Mrs. Buddy Buchanan, Mrs. Thomas Davis, Mrs. Lois Strother, Buddy 
Buchanan; Atwell Washington’ Fund PRcurément: Loyd Collums, T. M. 


ter of photo. Kittiwake yrounds at left. 


Fill them with love, Lord, make us like Thee, 
Faithful stewards then we shall be. 


Stewards Are We 


TUNE: BLESSED REDEEMER 
Words by Nell Henley 
Olive Branch, Miss. 


Father, forgive us, we've grown so cold; 
Years we’ve been straying, far from Thy fold. 
Help us, Lord Jesus, Thy will to see, 

Help us, Thy children, come back to Thee 


CHORUS: 
Help us remember, lest we forget, 
That day at Calvary when Christ we met 
Help us to see Him there on the cross; 
Suffering and dying because we were lost 


Father, forgive us for being so blind; 
Thinking and saying, “All this is mine.” 
Thou art the Giver, stewards are we, 
Help us, Lord Jesus, this truth to see. 


Father, forgive us, for selfish are we, 
Let not this sinning in our hearts be. 
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Parks, W. F. Thomas, Frank Powell, Buidy Buchanan. 


I Lived Through Hurricane Camille 


(Continued from page 1) 
heavy air conditioning equipment, 
window units, water coolers that my 
staff just could not do anything about. 
We did however manage to have “a 
god meal. I had asked Mr. Thiele to 
prepare us a steak supper. | figured 
they had deserved it and by that time 
I was so far in the “‘red"’ seeing what 
was going to happen that a few more 
dollars would not matter. Mr. Thiele 
went overboard and picked the meat 
out himself and he did the cooking. 
I know we were hungry but I have 
never had a better steak~in all my 
life and it was just a marvelous 
thing, the staff had a oneness and a 
unity that was just great. We had a 


people in with them and it was not 


_ a8 simple at first as it may sound. 


But when we did get the word out we 
not ohly had enough homes but end- 
ed up with more than enough homes 
and not enough staffers to go around. 
We had Alien Hurst, in our home and 
the “Clemments “family from Kitti- 
wake, they later decided to go to an- 
other place but at first we had ali four 
of them with us along with Allen 
Hurst. As we continued to listen to 
the radio and T.V. and the weather 
reports kept getting worse, we began 
to have feelings that would make 
us wonder if we had made the right 
decision. I really do not have words 
4 tell-you- what the night itself was 

e. 

The wind began picking up in the 
late Sunday afternoon but not to 
any tremendous degree but by night- 
fall we were having pretty high wind. 
Then we were glued to the TV until 
it went off, I do not remember exact- 
ly somewhere around nine or some- 
thing like that. We had brought a 
Coleman lattern along) and transi 
radio so we got light going and start- 
¢d to listening to the radio and tried 


0 while away the hours. We flashed 


light out every once in a while and 


we assumed that it was small branch- 
es and pine cones. 

Later on in the night there was a 
tremendous crash and things fel! out 
of our cabinet and we went flying into 
the den, we were in the living room 
at the time, and saw a pine tree. 
sticking through our ceiling and water 
just pouring down on the floor and 
that was an experience that I do not 
guess we will ever forget. [It was a 
very frightening experience not only 
the damage to the house but because 
we did not have any way of knowink 
what would come next. Fortunately 
that was the worst thing that happened 
to us and the eye never did pass us, 
we apparentiy were just outside the 
edge of the “eye’"’ so we never did 
experience the calm that we looked 
for, just a continued blowing. Finally 
we were so exhausted that we just 
stretched out om the bed, I guess 
around 2 or 2:30 a. m., Martha says, 
and without any knowledge of it just 
dropped off to sleep. 

I woke about daylight and not hav- 
ing any idea of what to expect, when 
I looked out in the backyard, I could 
not believe my eyes. Our yard has 
some 8 or 10 beautiful tall pine trees 
and ali but 2 of them were broken 
and on the ground. I hurriedly ran 
out the door and it looked this way all 
down our street. Everywhere I could 
see it was trees that had been 
snapped off like they were match 
stems. There was almost a uniformity 
about it, they were broken up about 
20 or 30 feet, just twisted off. In look- 
ing at things it looked like @ tornado’s 
effect and as I looked down our street 
it was just emotionally more than I 
could take, a tremendous sight, every 
house I could see had at least one 
tree on it. My neighbor's house just 
south of us had a tree that did not 
just send & branch through it as ours, 
but just sliced right through it just 
like it was cardboard all the way 
down to the ceiling level. 

As I looked and walked on down 
the street some, I talked to some 
neighbors and found out that the first 
16 or 18 houses on the street had just 
been oblierated. They just were not 
there. The force of the water appar- 
ently came in and just wiped them 
out completely, just the foundations 
were left standing. So, one brief look 
around was enough to make me real- 
ize what little we had experienced 
was So little that we had very much 
to be thankful for. 

Later in the day Mr. Blackwell and 
Mrs. Kaletsch and two of the staffers 
came by and I joined them and we 
went down to look at Kittiwake and 


Gulfshore. This was just unbelievabe. 
At Kittiwake there was one building 


left standing and all the ironic thing, 
this was the only shack that we hai. 
It was a building that had been uxd 
for some -of the years as our cut 
shop. It was partly open all the wy 
around and this may have been te 
reason that it stood but it was prety 
far back but every cabin, ewy 
house, the lodge, all the brick, the 
motel buildings just completly 
leveled. Not one thing left standhg. 
To look at this was more than mn 
could comprehend. All those beautify} 
pine trees in the back part of Kitj- 
wake were just snapped off just a if 
some giant had walked through ad 
broken as you have often broken a 
weed when you walked through a 
field. Some of them were not Snapped 
completely off but just at the 
breaking point and splintered. But 
most of them just snapped 
completely. 

Of course, in losing all of this the 
Clements family lost not only the 
house in which they were living which 
belonged to us but all their Personal 
belonging except what they had vith 
them as they came to spend the 
night. This too, seemed unbelievable 
since during the last hurricane had 
suffered practically no damage put 
as we walked up the beach to be abie 
to look around we looked next gor 
where Gulf Palms Motel had been and 
no Gulf Palms. Beyond that was 
where this beautiful two story brick 
structure Pent House Apartment, had 
stood and now Pent House Apart- 
ments just biank space. Two service 
stations beyond that were gone, be- 
yond that We could see as far as the 
shopping center and only a Wall or 
t remains. All of this just Vanithed 
as it had never been there, We 
were. not able to drive all the way 
down to Gulfshore, we drove Within 
about 3 miles and then got on the 
railroad track, having to wade Water 
to do so, and walked 3 miles down to 
Gulfshore. 


My first glimpse of it was 
because some distance oma, tn 
see the Surf building and it was stand- 
ing and this was most en 
because what we had seen had Pe 
made me fear that we would not a 
anything at Gulfshore. The t 
want to impress upon you is the dirt. 
erence between what we saw this’ 
time and what we saw before. 5 

The emotional”shock fiom the 
vious hurricane “Betsy” was 80 ae 


-gite, Gulfshore is not g 


struction and water but nothing of 
major consequence. There were 
broken limbs and broken signs, an- 
tennas down, some windows broken 
in but no just utter destruction at 
Gulfport and as I drove on down to 
Gulfshore it was the same way. At 
Kittiwake all was standing, nothing 
of any major consequence but then 
when I got to Henderson Point and 
drove on to the grounds at Gulfshore, 
suddenly from partial destruction 
there was just utter devastation and 
the contrast between the two was just 
more than I could bear. This time I 
had seen so much devastation that I 
was prepared for what I would see 
and I think I was able to bear it a 
little better than I could have if it 
had not been for the great contrast. 
But anyway, I got my hopes up a lit- 
tle as I saw the Surf building, glearn- 
ing in the distance, as we walked. 
However, as we got closer Mr. Biack- 
well says, “no shop’ and I looked 
and sure enough there where his new 
shop building had been standing just 
hours before and now just empty 
space. Then we could look on down 
beyond the Surf where there should 
have been the children’s Buiiding and 
a classroom building and High Tide, 
Informary and the Bay dormitory, 
there was nothing. We looked and it 
was just emptiness and so then we 
were ready somewhat for what we 
saw as we got closer. We could see 
the ‘ferice down, everything, we 
stepped over and walked on into Gulf- 
shore property and began looking 
around. The first buliding that we 


saw was Surf and while it was stand 


ing for’ sure, nevertheless, it was 
ruined — The Auditorium and gym- 
nasium stood — but just shells. I could 
not believe my eyes when I saw piles 
of rubble where White Cap, Drift- 
wood and the class-room building, 
and the Dining Hall, had stood—nor 
could I believe the damage I’ve found 
in the main building, Gulf. 


tried to say again and a 

shore, more than a place.” 
what Gulfshore is and as long as 
there are those of us who found God 
more real there — Gulfshore still 


- 


lives 


Keep quiet; keep sweet; keep go- 
ing; keep your head.’ 


BEACH SCENE at Pass Christian. 


Pe, 
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ONE MAN in Pass Christian drapes a U.S. flag in front of his damaged 
home. 
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t Church Burns Note 


New Prospec 


New Prospect Church, Tighominge County, held a noteburning on Au-- 


gust 3. The $1702 note for central air-contiitioning was paid in less than, one 
year. Left to right: Cecii Monroe, deacon (holding his grandson, Brian Rich- 


different from this because in « mci? Things turn up for the man who . ardson); G. E. Wynn, chairman of deacons; Rev. Stanley Magill, pastor; 

Wallace Anglin, Noel Bingham, and Q. F. Fredrick, deacons. John Moore, 
holding the note, and Mrs. Pearl Bonds, holding the lighter, are the two 
oldest living members of New Prospect Church. 


I drove down from Jackson as | 
been out of town and when i 


down to Gulfport I saw a to 


de- 


if you itch for success, keep on 


